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Q.1.  What is man’s primary purpose?

A.  Man's primary purpose is to glorify God,1 and to enjoy Him forever.2
1  1 COR 10:31   So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.

ROM 11:36   For from him and through him and to him are all things.

2  PSA 73: 24-26   You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory.  Whom have I in heaven but you?  And earth has nothing I desire besides you.  My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.

JN 17: 22, 24   I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: ... Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.

Q. 2.  What authority from God directs us how to glorify and enjoy Him?

A.  The only authority for glorifying and enjoying Him is the Bible, which is the word of God and is made up of the Old and New Testaments.1
1  GAL 1:8-9  But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!  As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you have accepted, let him be eternally condemned!

ISA  8:20   To the law and to the testimony!  If they do not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn.

LK  16:29, 31   Abraham replied, "they have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them." ... He said to them, "if they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead."

2  TIM 3:15-17   and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Q. 3.   What does the Bible primarily teach?
A.  The Bible primarily teaches what man must believe about God and what God requires of man.1
MIC  6:8   He has showed you O, man, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

JN  20:31   But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name.

JN 3:16   For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Q. 4.   What is God?
A.  God is a spirit,1 Whose being,2  wisdom,3 power,4 holiness,5  justice,6 goodness,7 and truth8 are infinite, eternal, and unchangeable.
1  JN 4:24   God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and truth.

2  PSA 90:2   Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

MAL 3:6  I the LORD do not change; So you, descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.

1 KGS 8:27   But will the LORD really dwell on earth?  The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you.  How much less this temple I have built!

JER 23:24   Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?  declares the LORD.  Do not I fill heaven and earth?  declares the LORD.

ISA 40:22   He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers.  He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in.

3  PSA 147: 5   Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.

ROM 16:27   to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ!  Amen.

4  GEN 17:1   When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless." 

REV 19:6   Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah!  For our Lord God Almighty reigns.

5  ISA  57:15   For this is what the high and lofty One says--he who lives forever, whose name is holy: "I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite."

JN 17:11   Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name--the name you gave me--so that they may be one as we are one.

REV 4:8   Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come. 

6  DT 32:4   He is the rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just.  A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.

7  PSA  100:5   For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.

ROM 2:4   Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?

8  EX 34:6   The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,

PSA 117:2   For great is his love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.  Praise the LORD.

Q. 5.  Is there more than one God?

A.  There is one only, the living and true God.1
1 DT 6:4   Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.

JER 10:10   But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God, the eternal King.

Q. 6.   How many persons are there in the one God?

A.   There are three persons in the one God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are one God, the same in substance and equal in power and glory.1
1   2 COR 13:14   May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

MT 28:19   Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

MT 3:16, 17   As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water.  At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.  And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, Whom I love; with him I am well pleased."

Q. 7.   What are the decrees of God?

A.   The decrees of God are his eternal plan based on e the purpose of His will, by which, for His own glory, He foreordains everything that happens.1
1  EPH  1:11   In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,

ACTS 4:27, 28   Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.  They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.

PSA 33:11   But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.

EPH 2:10   For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

ROM 9:22, 23   What is God, choosing to sow his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath--prepared for destruction?  What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory?

ROM 11:33   Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!

Q. 8.   How does God carry out His decrees?

A.   God carries out His decrees in creation and providence.1
1  REV 4:11   "You are worthy, out Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being."

EPH  1:11   In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,

Q. 9.   What is creation?

A.   Creation is God's making everything of nothing, by His powerful word in six days—and all very good.1
1   HEB 11:3   By faith we understand that the universe was 1.formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what is visible.

REV 4:11   "You are worthy, out Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being."

GEN 1:1-31

Q. 10.   How did God create man?
A.   God created man, male and female, in His own image1 in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness,2 to rule over the other creatures.3
1   GEN 1:27   So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female created he them.

2   COL 3:10   ... put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its creator.

3   GEN 1:28   God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."

Q. 11.   What is God's providence?
A.   God's providence is His completely holy,1 wise,2 and powerful preserving3 and governing every creature, and every action.4
1   PSA 145:17   The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made.

2   PSA 104:24   How many are your works, O LORD!  In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.

3   HEB 1:3   The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.   After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on heaven.

4   PSA 103:19   The LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom rules over all.

MT 10: 29, 30   Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of the Father.  And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

JOB 38 - 41

Q. 12.   What did God’s providence specifically do for man whom He created?

A.   After the creation God made a covenant with man to give him life, if he perfectly obeyed1; God told him not to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil or he would die.2 
1   cf.  GEN 2:16, 17 (with the covenants made with Noah and Abraham.)  And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."

ROM 5:12 - 14   Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death to all men, because all sinned--for before the law was given, sin was in the world,  But sin is not taken into account when there is no law.  Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. 

ROM 10:5   Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: 'The man who does these things will live by them."

LK  10:25 - 28   On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.  "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"   "What is written in the Law?" he replied.  "How do you read it?"   He answered: "'Love the Lord you God with all you heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and Love your neighbor as yourself.'   "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied.  "Do this and you will live."

2   GEN 2:17   "but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."

Q.  13.   Did our first parents remain as they were created?

A.   Left to the freedom of their own wills, our first parents sinned against God and fell from their original condition.1 

1   GEN 3: 6-8, 13   When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.   Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.   Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God. ... Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?"   The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."

2 COR 11: 3   But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ."

Q.  14.   What is sin?

A.   Sin is disobeying or not conforming to God’s law in any way.1 

1   1 JN 3: 4   Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.

JAS 4: 17   Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.

ROM 3: 23   for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Q.  15.   By what sin did our first parents fall from their original condition?
A.   The sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate wherein they were created, was their eating the forbidden fruit.1
1   See proof to Answer 13.

Q.  16.   Did all mankind fall in Adam's first disobedience?
A.   Since the covenant was not only made for Adam but also for his natural descendants,1 all mankind sinned in him, and fell with him in his first disobedience.2
1   ACTS 17: 26   From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.

See under Question 12.

2   GEN 2: 17   but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.

ROM 5: 12-20   Therefore, just as sin entered  the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned--for before the law was given, sin was in the world.   But sin is not taken into account when there is no law.   Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.   

But the gift is not like the trespass.   For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!   Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification.   For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men.   For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be be made righteous.

The law was added so that the trespass might increase.   But where sin increased, grace increased all the more.  

1 COR 15: 21, 22   For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.   For as in Adam all die, so in Christ, will be made alive.

Q.  17.   What happened to man in the fall?
A.   Man fell into a condition of sin and misery.1
1   ROM 5: 12   Therefore, just as sin entered  the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned,

GAL 3: 10   All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law."

Q.  18.   What is sinful about man’s fallen condition?
A.   The sinfulness of that fallen condition is twofold. First, in what is commonly called original sin, there is the guilt of Adam’s first sin1 with its lack of original righteousness and the corruption of his whole nature.2 Second are all the specific acts of disobedience that come from original sin.3     
1   ROM 5: 12, 19   Therefore, just as sin entered  the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned . . . through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners,

1 COR 15: 22   For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.   For as in Adam all die, so in Christ, will be made alive.

2  ROM 5: 6   You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.

EPH 2: 1-3   As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.   All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.

ROM 8: 7, 8   the sinful mind is hostile to God.  It does not submit to God's law, not can it do so.  Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.

GEN 6: 5   The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.  The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth and his heart was filled with pain.

ROM 3: 10-20   As it is written:  "There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.  All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."  "Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit."  "The poison of vipers is on their lips."  Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness."  "Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace they do not know."  "There is no fear of God before their eyes."   Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.   Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.

PSA 51: 5   Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

PSA 58: 3   Even from birth the wicked go astray; from the womb they are wayward and speak lies.

3   JAS 1: 14, 15   but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.  Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.

MT 15: 19   For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.

Q.  19.   What is the misery of man’s fallen condition?
A.   By their fall all mankind lost fellowship with God1 and brought His anger and curse on themselves.2 They are therefore subject to all the miseries in this life, to death itself, and to the pains of hell forever.3
1  GEN 3: 8, 23   Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God. ... So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken.

2  EPH 2: 3   All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.

3  ROM 5: 14   Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.   

ROM 6:23   For the wages of sin is death,

Q.  20.   Did God leave all mankind to die in sin  and misery?

A.   From all eternity and merely because it pleased Him God chose some to everlasting life.1 These He freed from sin and misery by a covenant of grace and brought them to salvation by a redeemer.2
1   EPH  1: 4 -7   For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will--to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.  In him we have the redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 

2  TITUS 3: 4 -7   But  when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we have done, but because of his mercy.  He saved us  through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

TITUS 1: 2   a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time,

GAL 3: 21   Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God?  Absolutely not!  For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law.

ROM 3: 20 - 22   Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.  But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and Prophets testify.  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  There is no difference.

Q.  21.   Who is the redeemer of God's chosen ones?

A.  The only Redeemer of God's chosen ones is the Lord Jesus Christ,1 the eternal Son of God, Who became man.2  He was and continues to be God and man, in two distinct natures, and one person forever.3
1  1 TIM 2: 5, 6   For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all men

2  JN 1: 1, 14   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ... The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

JN 10:30   I and the Father are one

PHP 2: 6   Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,

GAL 4:4   But when the time had fully come, God went his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,

3  PHP 2: 5 -11   Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death--even death on a cross!  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Q.  22.   How did Christ, the Son of God, become man?

A.   Christ, the Son of God, became man by assuming a real body and a reasoning soul.1 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary who gave birth to Him,2 yet He was sinless.3
1  JN 1: 14   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

HEB 2: 14   Since the children have flesh nd blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the devil--

MT 26: 38   Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.  Stay here and keep watch with me."

2  LK 1: 31, 35, 41, 42   You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. ... The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. ... When Elizabeth heard the Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice she exclaimed: "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!"

GAL 4: 4   But when the time had fully come, God went his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,

3  HEB 4: 15   For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin.

HEB 7: 26   Such a high priest meets our need--one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.

Q.  23.   How is Christ our Redeemer?
A.   As our redeemer Christ, is a prophet,1 of a priest,2 and of a king, both in his humiliation and exaltation.3
1  AC 3: 22   For Moses said, "The Lord your God will raise up a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you.

LK 4:18, 21   "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach the good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, ... and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

2  HEB 5: 5, 6   So Christ also did not take upon himself the glory of becoming high priest.  But God said to him, "You are my Son; today I have become your Father."  And he says in another place; "You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek."

HEB 4: 14, 15   Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly the faith we possess.  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin.

3  REV 19: 16   On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF  LORDS.

ISA 9:6   For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

PSA 2: 6   "I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill."   

Q.  24.   How is Christ a prophet?
A.   As a prophet, Christ reveals the will of God to us, 1 for our salvation2 by His word and Spirit.
1  JN 1: 1, 4   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ... In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

2  JN 15: 15   I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 

JN 20:31  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

2 PET 1: 21  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

JN 14: 26  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 

Q.  25.   How is Christ a priest?
A.   As a priest, Christ offered himself up once as a sacrifice for us to satisfy divine justice1 and to reconcile us to God,2 and He continually intercedes for us.3
1  HEB 9: 14, 28  How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death,  so that we may serve the living God! ... so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

ROM 3: 26  he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

ROM 10:4  Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 

2  HEB 2: 17  For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 

3  HEB 7: 25  Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 

Q.  26.   How is Christ a king?

A.   As a king, Christ brings us to under His power,1 in rules and defends us,2 and restrains and conquers all his and our enemies.3
1  PSA 110: 3  Your troops will be willing on your day of battle. Arrayed in holy majesty, from the womb of the dawn you will receive the dew of your youth.

2  ISA 33: 22  For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; it is he who will save us. 

3  1 COR 15: 25  For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 

AC 12: 17  Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. "Tell James and the brothers about this," he said, and then he left for another place. 

AC 18: 9, 10  One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent.  For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city." 

Q.  27.   How was Christ humiliated?

A.   Christ was humiliated: by being born as a man and born into a poor family;1 being made subject to the law2 and suffering the miseries of this life,3 the anger of God,4 and the curse death on the cross,5 and by being buried and remaining under the power of death for a time.6
1  LK 2:7  and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

PHP 2: 6 - 8  Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 

2 COR 8: 9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

2  GAL 4: 4  But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 

3  ISA 53: 3  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

4  MT 27: 46  About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"

5  GAL 3: 13  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree."

PHP 2: 8  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 

6  1 COR 15: 3, 4  For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 

Q.  28.   How is  Christ's exalted?

A.   Christ is exalted by His raising from the dead on the third day,1 His going up to heaven, His sitting at the right hand of God the Father,2 and His coming to judge the world at the last day.3
1  See last quoted text.

2  AC 1: 9   After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

EPH 1: 19, 20  and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 

3  AC 1: 11   Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." 

AC 17:  31  For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead." 

Q.  29.   How are we made to take part in the redemption Christ bought?

A.   We take part in the redemption Christ bought when the Holy Spirit effectively applies it to us.1
1  JN 1: 12, 13  The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem.  They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Blessed is the King of Israel!" 

JN 3: 5, 6  Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit  gives birth to spirit. 

TITUS 3: 5, 6  he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,  whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

Q.  30.   How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption Christ bought?

A.   The Spirit applies to us the redemption Christ bought by producing faith in us,1 and so uniting us to Christ in our effective calling.2
1  EPH 2: 8  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 

2  JN 15: 5   I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

1 COR 6: 17  But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 

1 COR 1: 9  God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful. 

1 PET 5: 10  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 

Q. 31.  What is effective calling?

A.  Effective calling is the work of God's Spirit,1 Who convinces us that we are  sinful and miserable,2 Who enlightens our minds in the knowledge of Christ,3 and Who renews our wills.4 This is how He persuades and makes us able us to receive Jesus Christ, Who is freely offered to us in the gospel.5
1  2 Tim 1:8, 9  So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life--not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 

EPH 1: 18 - 20  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 

2  ACTS 2: 37  When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 

3  ACTS 26: 18  to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 

4  EZK 11: 19  I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. 

EZK 36: 26, 27  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 

5  JN 6: 44, 45  No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day.  It is written in the Prophets: 'They will all be taught by God.'  Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 

PHP 2: 13   for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 

DT 30: 6  The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live. 

EPH 2: 5  made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. 

Q. 32.  What benefits do they who are effectively called share in this life?

A.  In this life those who are effectively called share justification,1 adoption,2 sanctification, and the other benefits that either go with or come from them.3 

1  ROM 8: 30  And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

2  EPH 1: 5  he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- 

3  1 COR 1: 30  It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 

Q. 33.   What is justification?

A.   Justification is an act of God's free grace by which He pardons all our sins,1 and accepts us as righteous in His sight.2 He does so only because He counts the righteousness of Christ as ours.3 Justification is received by faith alone.4
1  EPH 1: 7   In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 

2  2 COR 5: 19, 21   that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. ... God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

ROM 4: 5   However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. 

ROM 3: 22, 24, 25  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, ...  and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- 

3  ROM 5: 17 - 19   For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 

ROM 4: 6 - 8  David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him." 

4  ROM 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

ACTS 10: 43  All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 

GAL 2: 16  know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified. 

PHP 3: 9  and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 

Q. 34.   What is adoption?

A.  Adoption is an act of God's free grace, 1  by which we become His sons with all the rights and privileges of being His.2
1  1 JN 3: 1  How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 

2  JN 1: 12  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 

ROM 8: 17   Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

Q. 35.   What is sanctification?

A.  Sanctification is the work of God's free grace,1 by which our whole person is made new in the image of God,2 and we are made more and more to become dead to sin and alive to righteousness.3
1  2 THS 2: 13   But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 

2  EPH 4: 23, 24   to be made new in the attitude of your minds;  and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 

3  ROM 6: 4, 6, 14  Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. ... David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: ... For if those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, 

ROM 8: 4   in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 

Q. 36.   What benefits in this life go with or come from justification, adoption, and sanctification?

A.  The benefits that in this life go with or come from justification, adoption, and sanctification, are: assurance of God's love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit,1 growing2 and persevering in grace to the end of our lives.3
1  ROM 5: 1, 2, 5   Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. ...  And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 

ROM 14: 17   For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 

2  COL 1: 10, 11  And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 

PRO 4: 18  The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter till the full light of day. 

EPH 3: 16 -18   I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,  may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 

2 PET 3: 18  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 

3  JER 32: 40   I will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop doing good to them, and I will inspire them to fear me, so that they will never turn away from me. 

1 JN 2: 19, 27  They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. ... As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him. 

REV 14: 12  This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's commandments and remain faithful to Jesus. 

1 PET 1: 5  who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

1 JN 5: 13   I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

Q. 37.   What benefits do believers receive from Christ when they die?

A.  When believers die, their souls are made perfectly holy and immediately pass into glory.1 Their bodies, which are still united to Christ,2 rest in the graves until the resurrection.3
1  LK 23: 43  Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 

LK 16: 23   In hell,  where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 

PHP 1: 23   I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 

2 COR 5: 6 - 8  Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord.  We live by faith, not by sight.  We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 

2  1 THS 4: 14   God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 

3  ROM 8: 23   Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

1 THS 4:14  We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 

Q. 38.   What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection?

A.  At the resurrection, believers, being raised in glory,1 will be publicly recognized and declared not guilty on the day of judgment2 and will be made completely happy in the full enjoyment of God3 forever.4
1  1 COR 15: 42, 43   So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable;  it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 

2  MT 25: 33, 34  He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.  Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 

MT 10: 32   Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 

3  PSA 16: 11  You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

1 COR 2: 9  However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him" 

4  1 THS 4: 17   After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

Q. 39.   What does God require of man?

A.   God requires man to obey His revealed will.1
1  DT 29: 29  The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law. 

MIC 6: 8   He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 

1 SAM 15: 22   But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 

Q. 40.   What rules did God at first reveal for man to obey?

A.   The rules which He first revealed were the moral law.1
1  ROM 2: 14, 15  (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them.) 

ROM 10: 5  Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: "The man who does these things will live by them." 

Q. 41.   Where is the moral law summarized?

A.  The moral law is summarized in the Ten Commandments.1
1  MT 19: 17 -19  Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments." Which ones?" the man inquired.  Jesus replied, "'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother,'  and 'love your neighbor as yourself.' " 

Q. 42.  What is the essence of the Ten Commandments?

A.   The essence of the Ten Commandments is to love the Lord our God, with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, and with all our mind; and to love everyone else as ourselves.1
1  MT 22: 37 - 40   Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." 

Q. 43.   What introduces the Ten Commandments?

A.   These words introduce the Ten Commandments: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.1
1  EX 20: 2  I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

Q. 44.   What does the introduction to the Ten Commandments teach us?

A.   The introduction to the Ten Commandments teaches us that, because God is Lord, and is our God and redeemer, we must keep all His commandments.

Q. 45.   What is the first commandment?

A.   The first commandment is, You shall have no other gods before me.1
1  EX 20: 3   You shall have no other gods before me. 

Q. 46.   What does the first commandment require?

A.   The first commandment requires us1 to know and recognize God as the only true God and our God,2 and to worship and glorify Him accordingly.3
1  The exposition of the Ten Commandments found in answers to Questions 46 - 81 are deductions from the commandments themselves and the rules set forth in the Larger Catechism, Q. 99.   The texts under the specifications are given to show that they are in accord with the general teaching of the Scriptures.

2  1 CHR 28: 9  And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever. 

DT 26: 17  You have declared this day that the LORD is your God and that you will walk in his ways, that you will keep his decrees, commands and laws, and that you will obey him. 

3  MT 4: 10  Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'" 

PSA 95: 6, 7   Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker;  for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care. Today, if you hear his voice, 

PSA 29: 2   Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness. 

Q. 47.   What does the first commandment forbid?

A.   The first commandment forbids denying God,1 or not worshipping and glorifying God as the true God,2 and our God.3 It also forbids giving the worship and glory, which He alone deserves, to anyone or anything else.4
1  PSA 14: 1  For the director of music. Of David.  The fool  says in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good. 

2  ROM 1: 20, 21  For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.  For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

3  PSA 81: 11  But my people would not listen to me; Israel would not submit to me. 

4  ROM 1: 25  They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen. 

Q. 48.   What are we specifically taught in the first commandment by the words, "before me"?

A.   The words before me, in the first commandment teach us that God, Who sees everything, notices and is very offended by the sin of having any other god.1
1  1 CHR 28: 9  And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever. 

PSA 44: 20, 21  If we had forgotten the name of our God or spread out our hands to a foreign god,  would not God have discovered it, since he knows the secrets of the heart? 

Q. 49.   What is the second commandment?

A.   The second commandment is, You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  You shall not bow down to them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generations of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.1
1  EX 20: 4 - 6  You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand  [generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

Q. 50.   What does the second commandment require?

A.   The second commandment requires us to receive, respectfully perform, and preserve completely and purely all the regulations for religion and worship that God has established in His word.1
1  DT 12: 32  See that you do all I command you; do not add to it or take away from it. 

DT 32: 46   he said to them, "Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may command your children to obey carefully all the words of this law. 

MT 28: 20  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

Q. 51.  What does the second commandment forbid?

A.  The second commandment forbids our worshipping of God with images1 or in any other way not established in His word.2
1  DT 4: 15, 16 -17, 19   You saw no form of any kind the day the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the fire. Therefore watch yourselves very carefully, so that you do not become corrupt and make for yourselves an idol, an image of any shape, whether formed like a man or a woman, or like any animal on earth or any bird that flies in the air, ... And when you look up to the sky and see the sun, the moon and the stars--all the heavenly array--do not be enticed into bowing down to them and worshiping things the LORD your God has apportioned to all the nations under heaven. 

AC 17: 29   Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone--an image made by man's design and skill. 

2  DT 12: 30 -32   and after they have been destroyed before you, be careful not to be ensnared by inquiring about their gods, saying, "How do these nations serve their gods? We will do the same." You must not worship the LORD your God in their way, because in worshiping their gods, they do all kinds of detestable things the LORD hates. They even burn their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to their gods.  See that you do all I command you; do not add to it or take away from it. 

Q. 52.  What are the reasons for the second commandment?

A.  The reasons for the second commandment are that God totally rules over us,1  that we  belong to Him,2  and that He is eager to be worshipped correctly.3
1  PS 95: 2, 3    Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.   For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods. 

2  PS 45: 11 The king is enthralled by your beauty; honor him, for he is your lord. 

3  EX 34: 14  Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen." 

Q. 53.  What is the third commandment?

A.  The third commandment is, You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.1
1   Ex 20:7 You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

Q. 54.  What does the third commandment require?

A.  The third commandment requires the holy and reverent use of God's names,1  titles, qualities,2  regulations,3  word,4 and works.5
1  PS 29: 2   Save your people and bless your inheritance; be their shepherd and carry them forever. 

MT 6: 9   This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

2  REV 15: 3, 4  and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: "Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages. 4 Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed." 

3  MAL 1: 14  Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and vows to give it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord. For I am a great king," says the LORD Almighty, "and my name is to be feared among the nations. 

4  PS 138: 2  I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name and your word.  

5  PS 107: 21, 22  Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men.  Let them sacrifice thank offerings and tell of his works with songs of joy. 

Q. 55.  What does the third commandment forbid?

A.  The third commandment forbids our treating as unholy or abusing anything God uses to make Himself known.1
1  MAL 2: 2   If you do not listen, and if you do not set your heart to honor my name," says the LORD Almighty, "I will send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings. Yes, I have already cursed them, because you have not set your heart to honor me. 

ISA 5: 12   They have harps and lyres at their banquets, tambourines and flutes and wine, but they have no regard for the deeds of the LORD, no respect for the work of his hands. 

Q. 56.  What is the reason for the third commandment?

A.  The reason for the third commandment is that the Lord our God will not allow those who break this commandment to escape His righteous judgment, 1 although they may escape punishment from men.
1  DT 28: 58, 59   If you do not carefully follow all the words of this law, which are written in this book, and do not revere this glorious and awesome name--the LORD your God-- the LORD will send fearful plagues on you and your descendants, harsh and prolonged disasters, and severe and lingering illnesses. 

Q. 57.  What is the fourth commandment?

A.  The fourth commandment is, Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.1
1 EX 20: 8 -11  Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work,  but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates.  For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

Q. 58.   What does the fourth commandment require?

A.   The fourth commandment requires us to set apart to God the times He established in His word—specifically one whole day in seven as a holy Sabbath to Him.1
1   LEV 19:30   Observe my Sabbaths and have reverence for my sanctuary.  I am the LORD.

DT 5:12   Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the LORD your God has commanded you. 

ISA 56:2-7   Blessed is the man who does this, the man who holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it, and keeps his hand from doing any evil.   Let no foreigner who has bound himself to the LORD say, " The LORD will surely exclude me from his people."   And let not the eunuch complain, "I am only a dry tree."   For this is what the LORD says: "To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who chose what pleases me and hold fast to my covenant--to them I will give within my temple and its walls a memorial and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that will not be cut off.  And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to serve him, to love the name of the LORD, and to worship him, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant--these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer.  Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations."

Q. 59.   Which day of the week has God designated as the Sabbath?

A.   From the beginning of the world until the resurrection of Christ God established the seventh day of the week as the Sabbath.1 From that time until the end of the world the first day of the week is the Christian Sabbath.2
1   GEN 2:3   And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.

LK 23:56   Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes.   But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.

2   ACTS 20:7   On the first day of the week we came together to break bread.  Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended t leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight.

1 COR 16:1, 2   Now about the collection for God's people:  Do what I told the Galatian churches to do.  On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.

JN 20: 19 - 26   On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"  After he said this, he showed them his hands and side.  The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord ... A week later, his disciples were in a house again, and Thomas was with them.  Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"

Q. 60.   How do we keep the Sabbath holy?

A.   We keep the Sabbath holy by resting the whole day from worldly affairs and recreations, even ones that are lawful on other days.1 Except for necessary works or acts of mercy2 we should spend all our time publicly and privately worshipping God.3 
1   LEV 23: 3   There are six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, a day of sacred assembly.

EX 16: 25-29   "Eat it today," Moses said, "because today is a Sabbath to the LORD.  You will not find any of it on the ground today.  Six days you are to gather it, but on the seventh, the Sabbath, there will not be any."   Nevertheless, some of the people went out on the seventh day to gather it, but they found none.  Then the LORD said to Moses, "How long will you refuse to keep my commands and my instructions?  Bear in mind that the LORD has given you the Sabbath; that is why on the sixth day he gives you bread for two days. Everyone is to stay where he is on the seventh day; no one is to go out."

JER 17: 21, 22   This is what the LORD says: Be careful not to carry a load on the Sabbath day or bring it through the gates of Jerusalem.  Do not bring a load our of your houses or do any work on the Sabbath, but keep the Sabbath day holy, as I commanded your forefathers.

2   MT 12: 11, 12   He said to them, "If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out?  How much more valuable is a man than a sheep!  Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath."

3   PSA 92: 1, 2   It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High, to proclaim your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night,

LK 4: 16   He went to Nazareth where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom.  And he stood up to read.

ISA 58: 13, 14   If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day, if you call the Sabbath a delight and the Lord's holy day honorable, and if you honor it by not going your own way and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, then you will find your joy in the LORD, and I will cause you to ride on the heights of the land and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob."  The mouth of the LORD has spoken.

ACTS 20: 7   On the first day of the week we came together to break bread.  Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended t leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight.

Q. 61.   What does the fourth commandment forbid?

A.   The fourth commandment forbids failing to do or carelessly doing what we are supposed to do.1  It also forbids treating the day as unholy by loafing,  by doing anything in itself sinful,2 or by unnecessary thinking, talking about, or working on our worldly affairs  or recreations.3
1   EZK 22: 26   Her priests do violence to my law and profane my holy things; they do not distinguish between the holy and the common; they teach that there is no difference between the unclean and the clean; and they shut their eyes to the keeping of my Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them.

MAL 1: 13   And you say, "What a burden!" and you sniff at it contemptuously," says the LORD Almighty.

AMOS 8: 5   saying, "When will the New Moon be over that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath ended that we may market wheat?"

2   EZK 23: 38   They also have done this to me: At the same time they defiled my sanctuary and desecrated my Sabbaths.

3   ISA 58: 13   If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day, if you call the Sabbath a delight and the Lord's holy day honorable, and if you honor it by not going your own way and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, then you will find your joy in the LORD, and I will cause you to ride on the heights of the land and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob."  The mouth of the LORD has spoken.

JER 17: 24, 27   But if are careful to obey me, declares the LORD,  and bring no load through the gates on this city on the Sabbath, but keep the Sabbath day holy by not doing any work on it, ... But if you do not obey me to keep the Sabbath day, then I will kindle an unquenchable fire in the gates of Jerusalem that will consume her fortresses.

Q. 62.   What are the reasons for the fourth commandment?

A.   The reasons for the fourth commandment are these: God allows us six days of the week to take care of our own affairs,1 He claims the seventh day as His own;2 He set the example,3 and He blesses the Sabbath.4
1   EX 31: 15, 16   For six days, work is to be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD ... The Israelites are to observe the Sabbath, celebrating it for generations to come as a lasting covenant.

2   LEV 23: 3   There are six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, a day of sacred assembly.

3   EX 31: 17   It will be a sign between me and the Israelites forever, for in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he abstained from work and rested.

4   GEN 2: 3   There are six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, a day of sacred assembly.

Q. 63.  What is the fifth commandment?

A.  The fifth commandment is, Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.1 

1  Ex 20:12  Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.

Q. 64.   What does the fifth commandment require?

A.  The fifth commandment requires us to respect and treat others, whether above, below, or equal to us, as their position or our relationship to them demands.1
1  EPH 5:21, 22  Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 

EPH 6: 1, 5, 9  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right ... Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ ... And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him. 

ROM 13: 1  Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 

ROM 12:10  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 

Q. 65.  What does the fifth commandment forbid?

A.   The fifth commandment forbids being disrespectful to or not treating others as their position or relationship to us demands.1
1  ROM 13: 7, 8   Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.  Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 

Q. 66.  What is the reason for the fifth commandment?

A.  The reason for the fifth commandment is the promise of long life and prosperity, if these glorify God and are for the good of those who obey this commandment.1
1 EPH 6; 2, 3   Honor your father and mother"--which is the first commandment with a promise--that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." 

Q. 67.  What is the sixth commandment?

A. the sixth commandment is, You shall not murder.1

  Ex 20:13 You shall not murder.

Q. 68.  What does the sixth commandment require?

A.  The sixth commandment requires making every lawful effort to preserve our own life,1  and the life of others.2
1  EPH 6: 2, 3   Honor your father and mother"--which is the first commandment with a promise--that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."  

MT 10: 23   When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

2  PSA 82: 3, 4   Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed. Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 

JOB 29: 13   The man who was dying blessed me; I made the widow's heart sing. 

1 KGS 18: 4  4 While Jezebel was killing off the LORD's prophets, Obadiah had taken a hundred prophets and hidden them in two caves, fifty in each, and had supplied them with food and water.) 

Q. 69.  What does the sixth commandment forbid?

A.   The sixth commandment forbids the taking one’s own life1 or the lives of others unjustly2 or doing anything that leads to suicide or murder.3
1 AC 16: 28  But Paul shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!" 

2 GEN 9: 6  Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man. 

3 MT 5: 22  Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him. 

1JN 3: 15  Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 

GAL 5:15   If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 

PRO 24: 11, 12   Rescue those being led away to death; hold back those staggering toward slaughter.  If you say, "But we knew nothing about this," does not he who weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who guards your life know it? Will he not repay each person according to what he has done? 

EX 21: 18 - 32   If men quarrel and one hits the other with a stone or with his fist and he does not die but is confined to bed, 19 the one who struck the blow will not be held responsible if the other gets up and walks around outside with his staff; however, he must pay the injured man for the loss of his time and see that he is completely healed. 

20 If a man beats his male or female slave with a rod and the slave dies as a direct result, he must be punished, 21 but he is not to be punished if the slave gets up after a day or two, since the slave is his property. 

22 If men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth prematurely but there is no serious injury, the offender must be fined whatever the woman's husband demands and the court allows. 23 But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise. 

26 If a man hits a manservant or maidservant in the eye and destroys it, he must let the servant go free to compensate for the eye. 27 And if he knocks out the tooth of a manservant or maidservant, he must let the servant go free to compensate for the tooth. 

28 If a bull gores a man or a woman to death, the bull must be stoned to death, and its meat must not be eaten. But the owner of the bull will not be held responsible. 29 If, however, the bull has had the habit of goring and the owner has been warned but has not kept it penned up and it kills a man or woman, the bull must be stoned and the owner also must be put to death. 30 However, if payment is demanded of him, he may redeem his life by paying whatever is demanded. 31 This law also applies if the bull gores a son or daughter. 32 If the bull gores a male or female slave, the owner must pay thirty shekels of silver to the master of the slave, and the bull must be stoned. 

Q. 70.  What is the seventh commandment?

A.  The seventh commandment is, You shall not commit adultery. 1
1 Ex 20:14  You shall not commit adultery.

Q. 71.  What does the seventh commandment require?

A.   The seventh commandment requires us1 and everyone else2 to keep sexually pure in heart,3 speech,4 and action.5
1  1 THS 4: 4,5  that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; 

2  1 COR 7: 2  But since there is so much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. 

3  MT 5: 28  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

4  EPH 4: 29  Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

COL 4: 6  Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. 

5  1 PET 3: 2   when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 

Q. 72.  What does the seventh commandment forbid?

A.  The seventh commandment forbids thinking1, saying,2 or doing anything sexually impure.3
1  MT 5: 28  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

2  EPH 5: 4  Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 

3  EPH 5: 3  But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. 

Q. 73.  What is the eighth commandment?

A.  The eighth commandment is, You shall not steal.1
1 Ex 20:15  You shall not steal. 

Q. 74.  What does the eighth commandment require?

A.   The eighth commandment requires that we lawfully acquire and increase our own1 and other’s2 money and possessions.  
1  2 THS 3: 10 - 12  For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: ""If a man will not work, he shall not eat.'' 

We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies.  Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat. 

ROM 12: 17  Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 

PRO 27: 23  Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds; 

2  LEV 25: 35 If one of your countrymen becomes poor and is unable to support himself among you, help him as you would an alien or a temporary resident, so he can continue to live among you. 

PHP 2: 4  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 

PRO 13: 4  The sluggard craves and gets nothing, but the desires of the diligent are fully satisfied. 

PRO 20: 4  A sluggard does not plow in season; so at harvest time he looks but finds nothing. 

PRO 24: 30 - 34  I went past the field of the sluggard, past the vineyard of the man who lacks judgment; thorns had come up everywhere, the ground was covered with weeds, and the stone wall was in ruins. I applied my heart to what I observed and learned a lesson from what I saw: A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest-- and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man. 

Q. 75.  What does the eighth commandment forbid?

A.   The eighth commandment forbids anything that either does or may unjustly take away money or possessions from us1 or anyone else.2
1  1 TIM 5: 8  If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 

2  EPH 4: 28  He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. 

PRO 21: 6  A fortune made by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor and a deadly snare. 

2 THS 3: 7 - 10  For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: ""If a man will not work, he shall not eat.'' 

Q. 76.  What is the ninth commandment?

A.  The ninth commandment is, You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.1
1  Ex 20:16 You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

Q. 77.  What does the ninth commandment require?

A.  The ninth commandment requires us to tell the truth1 and to maintain and promote it2 and our own and others’ reputations,3 especially when testifying.4 between man and man, and of our own and our neighbor's good name, especially in bearing witness.

1  ZEC 8: 16  These are the things you are to do: Speak the truth to each other, and render true and sound judgment in your courts; 

2  1 PET 3: 16  keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

AC 25: 10 Paul answered: "I am now standing before Caesar's court, where I ought to be tried. I have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well. 

3  3 JN 12  Demetrius is well spoken of by everyone--and even by the truth itself. We also speak well of him, and you know that our testimony is true. 

4  PRO 14: 5, 25  A truthful witness does not deceive, but a false witness pours out lies.  ...  A truthful witness saves lives, but a false witness is deceitful. 

Q. 78.  What does the ninth commandment forbid?

A.   The ninth commandment forbids anything that gets in the way of the truth1 or injures anyone’s reputation.2

1 PRO 19: 5  A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who pours out lies will not go free. 

PRO 6: 16 - 19   There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers. 

2 LK 3: 14  Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?"  He replied, "Don't extort money and don't accuse people falsely--be content with your pay." 

PSA 15: 3  and has no slander on his tongue, who does his neighbor no wrong and casts no slur on his fellowman, 

Q. 79.  What is the tenth commandment?

A.   The tenth commandment is, You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.1
1  Ex 20:17  You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 

Q. 80.  What does the tenth commandment require?

A.  The tenth commandment requires us to be completely satisfied with our own status in life1 and to have a proper, loving attitude toward others and their possessions.2
1  HEB 13: 5  Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."

2  ROM 12: 15  Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 

PHP 2: 4  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 

1 COR 13: 4 - 6  Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.   It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

Q. 81.  What does the tenth commandment forbid?

A.   The tenth commandment forbids any dissatisfaction with what belongs to us,1 envy or grief at the success of others,2 and all improper desires for anything that belongs to someone else.3
1  1 COR 10: 10  And do not grumble, as some of them did--and were killed by the destroying angel. 

2  GAL 5: 26   Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

3  COL 3: 5  Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 

Q. 82.  Can anyone perfectly to keep the commandments of God?

A.  No mere man, since the fall, is able, in this life, perfectly to keep the commandments of God;1  but daily breaks them, in thought,2 word,3 and deed.4
1  1 KGS 8: 46  When they sin against you--for there is no one who does not sin--

1 JN 1: 8 - 2: 6  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.  My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. The man who says, "I know him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 

2  GEN 8: 21  The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: "Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done. 

3  JMS 3: 8  but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 

4  JMS 3: 2  We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check. 

Q. 83.  Are all sins equally evil?

A.  In the eyes of God, some sins in themselves are more evil than others, and some are more evil because of the harm that results from them.1
1 PSA 19: 13  Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. 

JN 19: 11 Jesus answered, "You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin." 

Q. 84.  What does every sin deserve?

A.   Every sin deserves God's anger and curse, both in this life and in the life to come.1
1 GAL 3: 10  All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." 

MT 25: 41 Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 

Q. 85.  What does God require of us to escape his anger and curse, which we deserve for our sin?

A.  To escape God’s anger and curse, which we deserve for our sin, God requires from us faith in Jesus Christ and repentance unto life1 along with the diligent involvement in all the external ways Christ uses to bring us the benefits of redemption.2
1  AC 20: 21  I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 

MK 1: 15  The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!" 

JN 3: 18  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.  

2  See under Question 88 following.

Q. 86.  What is faith in Jesus Christ?

A.  Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace,1 by which we receive2 and rest on Him alone for salvation,3 as He is offered to us in the gospel.4
1 HEB 10: 39  But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved. 

2 JN 1: 12  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 

3  PHP 3: 9  and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 

4 JN 6: 40  For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day." 

Q. 87.  What is repentance unto life?

A.  Repentance unto life is a saving grace,1 by which a sinner, truly aware of his sinfulness,2 understands the mercy of God in Christ,3 grieves for and hates his sin, and turns from them to God,4 fully intending and striving for a new obedience.5
1  AC 11: 18  When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, "So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life." 

2  AC 2: 37  When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 

3  JL 2: 13  Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 

4  2 COR 7: 11  See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter. 

JER 31: 18, 19   I have surely heard Ephraim's moaning: 'You disciplined me like an unruly calf, and I have been disciplined. Restore me, and I will return, because you are the LORD my God. After I strayed, I repented; after I came to understand, I beat my breast. I was ashamed and humiliated because I bore the disgrace of my youth.' 

AC 26: 18  to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 

5  PSA 119: 59  I have considered my ways and have turned my steps to your statutes. 

Q. 88.  What are the ordinary, external ways Christ uses to bring us the benefits of redemption?

A.  The ordinary, external ways Christ uses to bring us the benefits of redemption are His regulations, particularly the word, sacraments, and prayer,1 all of which are made effective for the salvation of His chosen ones.

1  MT 28: 19, 20  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

AC 2: 41, 42  Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Q. 89.  What makes the word effective for salvation?

A.  The Spirit of God causes the reading and especially the preaching of the word to convince and convert sinners1and to build them up in holiness and comfort through faith to salvation.2
1   PSA 19: 7  The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 

PSA 119: 130  The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple. 

2  1 THS 1: 6  You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 

ROM 1: 16  I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 

ROM 16: 25  Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 

AC 20: 32  Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

Q. 90.  How is the word to be read and heard in order to become effective for salvation?

A.  For the word to become effective for salvation, we must pay careful attention to it,1 prepare ourselves,2 and pray for understanding.3 We must receive it with faith4  and love,5 treasure it in our hearts,6 and practice it in our lives.7
1  PRO 8: 34  Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway. 

2  LK 8: 18  Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him." 

1 PET 2: 1, 2  Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 

3  PSA 119: 18  Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law. 

4  HEB 4: 2  For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith.  

5  2 THS 2: 10  and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 

6  PSA 119: 11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 

7  LK 8: 15  But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. 

JMS 1: 25  But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does. 

Q. 91.  How do the sacraments become effective means of salvation?

A.  The sacraments become effective means of salvation, not from any special power in them or in the people who administer them, but rather by the blessing of Christ and the working of His Spirit in those who receive them by faith.1
1 1 PET 3: 21  and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

AC 8: 13, 23  Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw ...  For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin." 


See intervening context.

1 COR 3: 7  So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 

1 COR 6: 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

1 COR 12: 13  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

Q. 92.  What is a sacrament?

A.  A sacrament is a holy regulation established by Christ, in which Christ and the benefits of the new covenant are represented,1 sealed, and applied to believers by physical signs.2
1  MT 28: 19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

MT 26: 26 - 28  While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

2  ROM 4: 11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited to them. 

Q. 93.  What are the sacraments of the New Testament?

A.  The sacraments of the New Testament are, baptism,1 and the Lord's supper.2
1  MT 28: 19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

2  1 COR 11: 23  For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 

Q. 94.  What is baptism?

A.  Baptism is a sacrament is a washing with water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,1 which is a sign and seal that we are joined to Christ, that we receive the benefits of the covenant of grace,2  and that we are engaged to be the Lord's.3
1  See MT 28: 19 cited under Question 93. 

2  GAL 3: 27

ROM 6: 3  Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

3  ROM 6: 4  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

Q. 95.  Who should be baptized?

A.  Those who are not members of churches should not be baptized until they have publicly stated that they believe in Christ and will obey Him;1 but the infant children of church members should be baptized.2
1  AC 2: 41  Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

2  GEN 17: 7, 10   I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you ... This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 

GAL 3: 17, 18, 29  What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the promise. For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on a promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise ... If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

AC 2: 38, 39  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

Q. 96.  What is the Lord's Supper?

A.  The Lord's Supper is a sacrament in which bread and wine are given and received as Christ directed to proclaim His death.1  Those who receive the Lord’s Supper in the right way share in His body and blood with all His benefits, not physically but by faith, and become spiritually stronger and grow in grace.2
1  MT 26: 26, 27 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. 

1 COR 11: 26   For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

2  1 COR 10: 16  Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 

EPH 3: 17  so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 

Q. 97.  What is the right way to receive the Lord's Supper?

A.   The right way to receive the Lord's Supper is to examine whether we discern the Lord's body,1 whether our faith feeds on Him,2 and whether we have repentance,3 love,4 and a new obedience5—so that we may not come in the wrong way and eat and drink judgment on ourselves.6
1  1 COR 11: 28, 29   A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.  For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 

2  JN 6: 53 - 56  Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 

3  ZEC 12: 10  And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. 

4  1 JN 4: 19 We love because he first loved us. 

GAL 5: 6  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 

5  ROM 6: 4  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

ROM 6: 17 - 22 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 

I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 

6  1 COR 11: 27  Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 

Q. 98.   What is prayer?

A.   Prayer is offering our desires to God1 in the name of Christ2 for things that agree with His will,3 confessing our sins,4  and thankfully recognizing His mercies.5
1  PSA 62: 8  Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge. Selah 

PSA 10: 17  You hear, O LORD, the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them, and you listen to their cry, 

2  JN 16: 23  In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 
3  1 JN 5: 14  This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 

MT 26: 39  Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will." 

JN 6: 38  For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me.
4  DAN 9: 4  I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: "O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with all who love him and obey his commands, 

5  PHP 4: 6  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

Q. 99.  How does God direct us to pray?

A.  The whole word of God,1 but the Lord's prayer,2 which Christ taught His disciples, directs our prayers.
1  2 TIM 3: 16, 17  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

1 JN 5: 14  This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 

2  MT 6: 9  This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

Q. 100.  What does the beginning of the Lord's prayer teach us?

A.   The beginning of the Lord's Prayer (Our Father in heaven) teaches us to draw near to God with completely holy reverence and confidence, as children to a father who is able and ready to help us.1 It also teaches us that we should pray with and for others.2
1  ISA 64: 9  Do not be angry beyond measure, O LORD; do not remember our sins forever. Oh, look upon us, we pray, for we are all your people. 

LK 11: 13  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 

ROM 8: 15   For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 

2  EPH 6: 18  And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 

AC 12: 5  So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 

ZEC 8: 21  and the inhabitants of one city will go to another and say, 'Let us go at once to entreat the LORD and seek the LORD Almighty. I myself am going.' 

Q. 101.  For what do we pray in the first request?

A.   In the first request (hallowed be your name) we pray that God would enable us and others to glorify Him in everything He uses to make Himself known1 and that He will work out everything to His own glory.2
1  PSA 67: 1 -3   May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.  May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you. 

2 THS 3: 1  Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. 

PSA 145  1 A psalm of praise. Of David. 

 I  will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever. 2 Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever and ever. 3 Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom. 4 One generation will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts. 5 They will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty, and I will meditate on your wonderful works.  6 They will tell of the power of your awesome works, and I will proclaim your great deeds. 7 They will celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 8 The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. 9 The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made. 10 All you have made will praise you, O LORD; your saints will extol you. 11 They will tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might, 12 so that all men may know of your mighty acts and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations. The LORD is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made.  14 The LORD upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down. 15 The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. 16 You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made. 18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 19 He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them. 20 The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy. 21 My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy name forever and ever. 

2  ISA 64 1, 2  Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would tremble before you! As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to make your name known to your enemies and cause the nations to quake before you! 

ROM 11: 36  For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

Q. 102.  For what do we pray in the second request?

A.  In the second request (your kingdom come) we pray that Satan's  kingdom may be destroyed,1 that the kingdom of grace may be advanced with ourselves and others brought into and kept in it,2 and that the kingdom of glory may come quickly.3
1  PSA 68: 1  May God arise, may his enemies be scattered; may his foes flee before him. 

2  2 THS 3: 1 Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. 

PSA 51: 18  In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; build up the walls of Jerusalem. 

PSA 67: 1 - 3  May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.  May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you. 

ROM 10: 1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 

3  REV 22: 20  He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

2 PET 3: 11 - 13  Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. 

Q. 103.  For what do we pray in the third request?

A.   In the third request (your will be done on earth as it is in heaven) we pray that by His grace God would make us have the capability and the will to know, obey, and submit to his will in everything,1 as the angels do in heaven.2
1  PSA 119: 34 - 36  Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart.  Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight.  Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain. 

AC 21: 14  When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, "The Lord's will be done." 

2  PSA 103: 20 - 22  Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his word.  Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his will.  Praise the LORD, all his works everywhere in his dominion. Praise the LORD, O my soul. 

Q. 104.  For what do we pray in the fourth request?

A.   In the fourth request (Give us this day our daily bread) we pray that we may receive an adequate amount of the good things of this life1as a free gift of God and that we may enjoy His blessing.2
1  PRO 30: 8  Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 

2  1 TIM 4: 4, 5  For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer. 

PRO 10: 22  The blessing of the LORD brings wealth, and he adds no trouble to it. 

Q. 105.  For what do we pray in the fifth request?

A.   In the fifth request (Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors), encouraged by God’s grace, which makes it possible for us to sincerely to forgive others,1 we pray that for Christ's sake God, would freely pardon all our sins.1 
1  LK 11: 4  Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.  And lead us not into temptation.  

MT 18: 35  This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart." 

MT 6: 14, 15  For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.
2  PSA 51: 1  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 

ROM 3: 24, 25   and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- 

Q. 106.  For what do we pray in the sixth request?

A.   In the sixth request (And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one) we pray that God would either keep us from being tempted to sin1 or support and deliver us when we are tempted.2
1  MT 26: 41  Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." 

PSA 19: 13  Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. 

2  1 COR 10: 13  No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

PSA 51: 10, 12  Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me ...  Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

Q. 107.  What does the conclusion of the Lord's prayer teach us?

A.  The conclusion of the Lord's prayer (yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever) teaches us to be encouraged only by God1 in our prayers and to praise Him by acknowledging that kingdom, power, and glory are His.2 To show that we want to be heard and have confidence that we are, we say Amen.3
1  DAN 9: 18, 19   Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy.  O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name. 

2  1 CHR 29: 11 - 13   Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.  Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.  Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 

3  REV 22: 20, 21  He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon."    Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen. 

1 COR 14: 16   If you are praising God with your spirit, how can one who finds himself among those who do not understand say "Amen" to your thanksgiving, since he does not know what you are saying? 
